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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 July 2005 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 6-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 6-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 22 July 2003 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leyden et AL: "Real-Time Analysis of NOx Emissions Using Expert Systems", ADV 
INSTRUM CONTROL INT CONF EXHIB, vol. 48, no. 2, 1993, pages 1443-1453, 
XP002234988; hereinafter referred to as Leyden. Leyden discloses many electric 
power generating stations have installed continuous emission monitoring systems 
(CEMS) to monitor and validate compliance of their stations for the reduction of stack 
emissions. In addition regulatory agencies have been mandated to verify utility 
emissions compliance for federal and state air quality standards. To accurately enforce 
emission standards, an expert system has been developed which analyzes the oxides 
of nitrogen (NOx) emission data in real-time (Please see the abstract). 

3. With regard to claim 6, Leyden discloses on page 1450 of the reference the 
Continuous Emission Monitoring System/Remote Terminal Unit (CEMS/RTU) the CEMS 
is disclosed to function to acquire data from various sensing devices and the RTU is 
used to collect data, perform calculations, and transmit formatted data information to the 
Central Station. Data transmitted to the Central Station included NOx emissions, power 
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generation, fuel usage, stack gas, flow, and equipment status. With this section of the 
reference in mind, Leyden would disclose a distributed control and monitoring 
system comprising: an emission monitoring system (CEMS) coupleable to a fossil 
fuel engine and an electric generator, the emission monitoring system for acquiring 
qualitative emission data relative to the fossil fuel engine (i.e. NOx emissions, fuel 
usage, and stack gas flow); and a remote access node coupled to the emission 
monitoring system through a computer network, the node allowing remote access to the 
fossil fuel engine emission data and the generator output (see the communications 
disclosure which discloses the use of a remote access and the abstract that discloses 
the use of real time WAN communication). 

In regard to claim 7, a remote monitoring and control node is not disclosed 
in exact terms, but this node would have to exist in order for the monitoring system to 
work as disclosed, and therefore this limitation is deemed obvious. 

In regard to claim 8, page 1450 discloses that the system detects alarm/alert 
conditions. 

In regard to claims 9-12, Leyden discloses that his smart remote monitoring 
system and method can detect various conditions and parameters from various devices 
and communicate these conditions, and parameters to remote users, which would meet 
the limitations of the claims. 

In regard to claim 13, page 1450 discloses that a CEMS and a RTU are installed 
at each boiler, thus the system can be incorporated with numerous generator 
arrangements to provide emission information. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-1 3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney T. Frank whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2193. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 



RTF 

September 16, 2005 



HEZROw WILLIAMS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 




